INTRODUCTION

MURASAKI

MURASAKI SHIKIBU was born about 978 A.D.
Her father, Tametoki, belonged to a minor branch
of  the powerful Fujiwara clan.    After holding
various appointments in the Capital he became governor
first of Echizen (probably in 1004) ;   then of a more
northerly province, Echigo,   In 1016 he retired and took
his vows as a Buddhist priest.

Of her childhood Murasaki tells us the following anec-
dote * : ' When my brother Nobunori * (the one who is
now in the Board of Rites) was a boy my father was very
anxious to make a good Chinese scholar of him, and often
came himself to hear Nobunori read his lessons. On these
occasions I was always present, and so quick was I at
picking up the language that I was soon able to prompt my
brother whenever he got stuck. At this my father used to
sigh and say to me : " If only you were a boy how proud
and happy I should be/' But it was not long before I
repented of having thus distinguished myself ; for person
after person assured me that even boys generally become
very unpopular if it is discovered that they are fond of their
books. For a girl, of course, it would be even worse ; and
after this I was careful to conceal the fact that I could
write a single Chinese character. This meant that I got
very little practice ; with the result that to this day I am
shockingly clumsy with my brush/

> Hakubuakwan text, p* 51.

Died young, perhaps about 1012, while serving on hi* father's staff
in Echigo,